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Discoverer of Christian Science that
there are dangerous tendencies of
thought that erode trust and must
not be ignored. Mrs. Eddy referred
Building a society of trust
to those dangerous tendencies in
Science and Health as “animal magnetism,” a term that refers to all evil
The Christian Science Monitor
(see p. 484). In an article titled
“Ways
that27,
are2006
Vain,” she cautioned
April
about the way in which animal magnetism “fosters suspicious distrust
where honor is due, fear where
courage should be strongest,
reliance where there should be
avoidance, a belief in safety where
there is most danger” (“The First
Church of Christ, Scientist, and
Miscellany,” p. 211).
Individual resolve to help nurture a world where greater compassion can take hold, uninhibited
by fear and suspicion, can take us
to new levels of well-being. Resolve
to put down the claims of evil and
prevent its activity is essential in
creating a society based on trust.
Such resolve can begin with conscientious prayer to acknowledge
God’s control of our
moments and days.
And with the willingness to trust that His
kind direction is at
hand for all of His
sons and daughters.
Out of that same
warning about the
nature of animal magnetism, too,
can come a prayer to consider the
need for honor and courage. We
can honor God’s greatness by cherishing every bit of good in ourselves
as His expression. And we can recognize acts of integrity and kindness evident in government leaders
and others. It takes courage to love
those who have been accused of
misdeeds – to care enough to see
their exemption as expressions of
God, free from evil and suspicion.
And we can absolutely refuse to
believe that any wrong has the ability to harm, since it is not of God.
Innate spirituality, intelligence, and
goodness must ultimately be perceived as true, both of victim and
victimizer.

WHEN GOD’S LOVE
KES HOLD OF HUMAN
HEARTS, SUSPICION
DISSOLVES.
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Adapted from an editorial in
the Christian Science Sentinel.
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